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AGENDA ITEM 3: DISCUSSION ON INPUTS TO REVIEWS 

• The Minister for Innovation, Industry, Science and Research, Senator the Hon Kim Carr, attended 
the NCRIS Committee meeting on 1 February 2009. In addressing the Committee, the Minister 
emphasised the value of the Committee, given its membership and expertise. Senator Carr spoke 
about the National Innovation System (NIS) review, and noted the enormous opportunity for the 
review of the NCRIS Roadmap to inform the NIS review. 

• AeRIC should consider how issues relating to eResearch Infrastructure can best be highlighted in 
both the review of the NCRIS Roadmap and the National Innovation System review.  The issues 
that need to be considered include: 

- what issues is each of the reviews attempting to address? 

- how can issues of interest to AeRIC be addressed and delivered? and 

- what work if any should AeRIC commission to enable the development of an AeRIC submission 
that covers the issues and options for delivery? 

Background 
National Innovation System Review 
On 22 January 2008, the Minister for Innovation, Industry, Science and Research, Senator Kim Carr, 
announced a wide ranging review of Australia's national innovation system to be conducted by an 
expert panel chaired by Dr Terry Cutler. One of the Terms of Reference, which appears relevant to 
AeRIC's policy advising role, is: 

"Develop a set of national innovation priorities to complement the national research priorities, ensuring 
the objectives of research programs and other innovation initiatives are complementary." 

 
Reference paper: Minister Carr's announcement of the National Innovation System Review including 
the Terms of Reference (attached). 

NCRIS Roadmap Review 
The NCRIS Roadmap was developed by the NCRIS Committee in 2005 and was released by the 
Government in February 2006 (see the NCRIS website (www.ncris.dest.gov.au)).  

Now that funding arrangements for a number of priority NCRIS capabilities are underway, an update 
of the Roadmap is proposed to: 

- provide an assessment of Australia's infrastructure requirements, taking into consideration recent 
developments in research and changing priorities which have occurred since the Roadmap was first 
developed, and also the infrastructure investments that have been made in this period. 

- provide an updated and revised Roadmap that can inform decisions about future investments in 
research infrastructure and, more broadly, be an integral component of Australia’s collaborative 
approach to building national research capability and supporting the Government’s objectives in this 
area.  In particular, a revised Roadmap may flow into developments with the Higher Education 
Endowment Fund (HEEF) and the National Innovation System Review. 

The review is intended to both review and refine the capabilities identified in the current Roadmap and 
the process that was undertaken to identify those capabilities, and to identify key new capabilities. 

Expert Working Groups - Request for Input  

To assist in reviewing the Roadmap, five expert working groups of approximately 7-10 members each 
will be established.  Four of these groups will be aligned with the National Research Priorities 
(Environmentally Sustainable Australia, Promoting and Maintaining Good Health, Frontier 
Technologies, Safeguarding Australia).  A fifth group will cover the Humanities, Arts and the Social 
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Sciences. In due course, there may be a need for a consultation means through which the Review 
process can review, capture and articulate the requirements for information and communication 
technology (ICT) across and within the working groups.  However, at this stage, it is not envisaged 
that an expert working group dealing specifically with this is needed. 

It is proposed that these working groups will be convened in March 2008. Following the initial activity 
of these working groups and the release of discussion papers for comment, a series of face-to-face 
consultations will be undertaken in each State and Territory (likely to be in early April) to seek specific 
input and views from stakeholders for consideration in the development of the revised Roadmap. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
AeRIC Secretariat 
February 2008 
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Attachment to Agenda Item 3 
22 January  2008 Media Release - Senator the Hon Kim Carr 

GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCES REVIEW OF NATIONAL INNOVATION SYSTEM 
The Minister for Innovation, Industry, Science and Research, Senator Kim Carr, today announced a 
wide ranging review of Australia's national innovation system to be conducted by an expert panel 
chaired by Dr Terry Cutler. 

The establishment of the review recognises the vital role innovation plays in boosting productivity and 
international competitiveness, and re-iterates the Rudd Government's commitment to fostering 
innovation across the economy. 

"Innovation is critical to Australia's national future.  Our prosperity, our economic strength and our 
ability to compete in the global economy, all depend on valuing innovation, harnessing its potential 
and putting it to work for the benefit of all Australians," Senator Carr said. 

"In today's economy, innovation policy is industry policy.  This review represents a watershed 
opportunity for the development of ideas that will ensure Australia reaches its full potential as a 
dynamic, internationally competitive and prosperous nation. 

"In particular, we need to find ways to increase innovation performance across the economy, to ensure 
that business has better access to new ideas and new technologies and to bridge the divide between 
industry and research." 

Senator Carr said that central to the review would be to examine the bewildering array of government 
innovation and industry assistance programs. 

"At last count there were 169 programs in Australia, across all levels of government, aimed at 
supporting innovation," Senator Carr said.  

"The review will allow the Rudd Government to work with the States and Territories to streamline 
these programs, reducing fragmentation and improving effectiveness.  

"In short, this review is about building a strong, robust and truly national innovation system to bolster 
Australia's innovation performance, boosting productivity and helping secure high-wage, high-skill jobs 
for the future." 

Panel chair, Dr Terry Cutler, is a highly regarded expert on innovation and industry policy.  He is 
currently a Director of CSIRO and Chair of the Advisory Board for the Centre for Excellence for 
Creative Industries. 

The panel will include Professor Mary O’Kane, who will be charged with the specific task of reviewing 
the Cooperative Research Centres Program. 

Other members of the review panel are:  
• Dr Megan Clark (Vice President Technology, BHP Billiton);  
• Professor Glyn Davis (Vice Chancellor, University of Melbourne);  
• Professor Steve Dowrick (School of Economics, Australian National University);  
• Dr Nicholas Gruen (CEO, Lateral Economics);  
• Ms Narelle Kennedy (Chief Executive, Australian Business Foundation);  
• Ms Catherine Livingstone (former Chair of CSIRO and Director, Macquarie Bank and Telstra); 

and  
• Dr Jim Peacock (ex-officio, the Commonwealth Chief Scientist). 

Senator Carr said he was delighted to appoint Dr Cutler to lead such a distinguished panel and looked 
forward to receiving a Green Paper by the end of July 2008, to be followed by a White Paper response 
from Government. 

For more information on the review, visit www.innovation.gov.au/innovationreview 
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TERMS OF REFERENCE: NATIONAL INNOVATION SYSTEM REVIEW 

The Government is committed to building a strong national innovation system, in recognition of the 
vital role innovation plays in productivity and economic growth, and in meeting the challenges 
Australia faces. 

In this context, the Government has appointed an expert panel to review the national innovation 
system and the coherence and effectiveness of existing Government support for innovation.  

The Panel will identify gaps and weaknesses in the innovation system and develop proposals to 
address them. In particular, it will: 

• Identify a set of principles to underpin the role and participation of the public sector in innovation.  
• Develop a set of national innovation priorities to complement the national research priorities, 

ensuring the objectives of research programs and other innovation initiatives are complementary.  
• Identify regulatory and other barriers to innovation and recommend ways to minimise these. 
• Examine the scope for simplifying and reducing program duplication and ensuring that any support 

provided is well-targeted and easy to access. 
• Consider the appropriateness, effectiveness and efficiency of the Research and Development 

(R&D) Tax Concession Scheme in promoting innovation and make recommendations to improve 
innovation outcomes. 

• Consider ways to improve the governance of the national innovation system to support higher 
expectations of government agencies and industry. 

• Assess the appropriateness, effectiveness and efficiency of the Cooperative Research Centres 
(CRC) Program and make recommendations to improve innovation outcomes. 

In conducting the review the Panel is to have regard to relevant reports and studies, including the 
Productivity Commission's Report on Public Support for Science and Innovation. The Panel is to 
consult nationally and provide a 'Green Paper' to the Government detailing policy options by 31 July 
2008. The Green Paper will be released for public comment and used as the basis for the 
development of a Government 'White Paper'. 

http://minister.innovation.gov.au/SenatortheHonKimCarr/Pages/GOVERNMENTANNOUNCESREVIEWOFNATIONALINNOVATIONSYSTE
M.aspx 
 


