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Platforms for Collaboration
• Data access and discovery, storage 

and management
• Grid enabled technologies and 

infrastructures
• Technical expertise
• High performance computing
• High capacity communication 

networks
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Lots of demand…
NCRIS

5.1 Bio Mol Platforms

5.2 Int Bio Systems

5.3 Characterisation

5.12 Marine Obs Sys

5.10 Astronomy

5.5 Biotech Products

5.4 Fabrication

5.8 Bio Security

5.13 Str & Evol Continent
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5.16 initial thoughts
eResearch Infrastructure
• eResearch Consulting
• The eResearch Trust Federation
• The National Data Collections Service
• The National Grid
• The National (Computing) Facility
• The Australian Earth Systems Science 

Facility
• Australian R&E Network
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Strawman Model
• eRI staff will provide leadership and manage functions
• The e-Research support centres most likely include the 

xPACs and may include others
• eRI is not funding the existence of these Centres, but is 

funding their participation in nationally co-ordinated 
functions: for compute access (grid) data access (ANDS) 
and national expertise building and user support (eRC)

• The functions will be jointly funded by eRI and 
participants and composed of projects and teams co-
ordinated by eRI

• xPACs, ANF, AESSF and AREN may be involved in all 
three functions
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Strawman Model
• Specialist centres may be involved in only some 

functions (eg. repositories in research institutions in 
ANDS, Centres with key expertise in eRC)

• The engineering forum will include representatives of 
eRI and all the service providers, in minority, with a 
majority membership from user groups

• eRI will contract with service providers and, while 
being sensitive to the stability needs of providers,  will 
seek to retain the ability to modify the functions, 
participants and funding, where required, over time
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National Data Service
Considerations of PMSEIC

• A national strategic approach is 
needed with some level of formality

• The solution will be a federated 
network of digital repositories

• Open access is desirable
• Issues such as: incentives, cultural 

issues, privacy, skill development 
need work
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NH&MRC/AVCC: Australian code for 
the responsible conduct of research

Researchers should:
• Determine what data to keep, considering 

research community practice and any 
project or legal requirements

• Ensure research data is retained (for at 
least 5 years from publication of results) 
using institutionally provided mechanisms 

• Ensure at the end of employment (for 
whatever reason) data retention passes to 
the institution

• Maintain confidentiality where it exists
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NH&MRC/AVCC: Australian code for 
the responsible conduct of research

Institutions should: 
• Develop and implement a policy on data 

ownership
• Provide guidelines to researchers on 

ownership, what to keep and researcher 
responsibilities

• Maintain durable records on what research 
data has been  held and ensure that 
research data is under the control of the 
institution where the work was performed

• Provide secure systems for holding data 
and for granting access to that data
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Possible data investments
• Support for the on-going retention of 

important data sets (A,B)
• Support for collections by providing 

an enduring retention and access 
service (C,D)

• Services that assist (all)
– locating and linking data
– moving and replicating data
– data mining
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Current planning - AAA
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